ELIZABETHAN   MEN  AND   WOMEN      193
glamour, corning from the strange countries and
strange experiences which had been brought
within their reach. Just as their clothes were
brilliantly coloured, and enriched with gold and
silver and precious stones, so their minds were
full of magic: " Cloud-capped towers, gorgeous
palaces ".
Shakespeare gives us, too, some glimpses of
their culture and learning. The classical know-
ledge wiiich revived in the sixteenth century is
reflected everywhere in his pages. We can find
there a knowledge of classical history and classical
philosophy. Old theories and new find then-
place. Elizabethans, just like people to-day, saw
the injustices of the world, and wished and dreamed
of a more perfect one. *$n The Tempest we have
the Utopia all idealist^ think of:
" Had I plantation of this isle* my lord,
And were the King on't, what would I do ?
... no kind of traffic
Would I admit; no name of magistrate;
Letters sITould not be known; riches, poverty,
And use of service, none; contract, succession,
Bourn, bound of land, tilth, vineyard, none. . . .
All things in common nature should produce
Without sweat or endfeavour: treason, felony,
Sword, pike, knife, gun, or need of any engine
Would I not have. ; . ."
It is the modern cry for peace, equality and
freedom, things which were also longed after by
our far-distant ancestors.
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